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THE NEWCOPYRIGHTBILL NOWBEFORECONGRESS.
A bill isnowbeforeCongress,andhasbeenpassedby
theSenate,havingfor itsostensiblemotivethegrantof
copyrightprotectionto foreignauthors; but it is well
understoodtherealobjectof thebill is to bringabout,
byaidof Congress,a.sort of book trust,by whichthe
pricesof bookswill beadvancedthroughoutthecoun
try. therichpublishersmadericherandtheprintersof
cheapliteraturedrivenout of business.Underthe law
asit stands.onlyAmericanbookscanbepatented; all
othersarefree,andthere is nomodebywhichthepeo
ple canbedeprivedof cheapbooks,or thosewhomake
themdeprivedof occupation. But if thisforeigncopy
right bill passes.all bookscan be patented,the rich
publisherswill purchasethe patentsand put up the
prices,andonlythosewhocontrolthepatentscancon
tinuein business.
Probably thereare few who will disputethe pro
prietyof grantingcopyrightpatents,in someform,for
a limitedperiod, to foreignauthors; but in_doingso
everycareshouldbetakento preserveexistingadvan
tagesand to preventinjury to establishedindustries.
The Senatebill appearsto belackingin theserespects.
and is opento otherobjections.
The bill in substanceprovidesthat onandafterJuly

i, 1888.copyrightpatentsshall be grantedto foreign
ers ; they may hold thesemonopoliesfor forty-two
years; theassignsof foreignersmayalsoobtaincopy
rights; all postmustersand customsofficersthrough
out theUnitedStatesareconstitutedpimpsandferrets
for theseforeigners; it ismadethedutyof postmasters
to spyoutandseizeall booksgoing throughthemails
that infringethecopyrightsof foreigners; if anAmeri
cancitizencominghomefromabroadbringswith him
apurchasedbook,it is to beseizedonlendingunlesshe
canproducethewrittenconsentof the manwhoowns
thecopyright,signedby twowitnesses.Who thesaid
ownermaybe,in whatpartof theworld he lives,the
innocentcitizenmustfindoutas besthecan.or bede
spoiledof hisproperty,
Thesearesomeof thestrangeprovisionsof theSen
atebill, which. it is obvious,needsamendment.
Again,the periodallowedfor theseforeignmonopo
lies,namely,forty-twoyears, is altogethertoolong.The
ordinarypatentforan industralimprovement,suchas
the sewingmachine.the pinning machine.the tele
graph, the telephone,or any other invention,how
everwonderfulor vastitsbenefitsto thepeople, is only
grantedfor seventeenyears. The patentthanexpires,
themonopolyceases,and/thepeopleareat liberty freely
to copyandduplicatetheinvention.
It would bemuchmoresatisfactoryto thepublic if

thetermof theforeigncopyrightwerereducedto five
msor tenyears;andwetrustanamendmentto thiseffect
will prevailwhenthebill comesbeforetheHouse.
In consideringthe questionofchangingthe statute,
weought not to overlookthe benefitsthat haveac
cruedto the country from the law as it now stands.
andwhichhasworkedsatisfactorilyformorethanfifty
years. It wouldbefolly to changefor theworse.
Underthe influenceof the presentcopyrightlaws,
ourhomepublishershave for yearsbeenenabledto
fill thecountrywith the choicestbooksand periodi
cals at thelowestprices. The educativeeffectsof
this vastsupplyof standardliterarymatterhavebeen
astonishing.We have becomethe greatestreading
peoplein theworld.
SaysMr.AndrewCarnegiein his “ Triumphant De
mocracy”: “ It is estimatedthere are twenty-three
thousandschoollibrariesin America,containingforty
fivemillionbooks—twelvemillionmorethanall thepub
lic librariesof Europecombined.Othereducationales
te tablishmentsincreasethis numberby two anda.half
(m6millionvolumes,andthirty-eightStatelibrariescontri
buteovera.million more. The Congressionallibrary,
theAstor,theBostoncity, the Philadelphia,thevari

irmous mercantilelibraries,the Watkinson referenceat
Hartford, andmanyotherswill raisethegrand total
tomuchmorethanfiftymillionvolumes—a.bookalmost
foreveryman,woman.and child in theUnitedStates.
Morethanthreehundredlibraries contain ten thou
sandvolumeseach.twelvecontainmorethana.hundred
thousandvolumeseach,andtwo containfourhundred
.thousandvolumeseach. Even this statementbut
feeblyshadowsforth the truth as to the booksand
periodicalsof thecountry,as comparedwith thoseof
other lands,for theAmericanis notonlya reader,but
heisaboveall othermena.buyer of books. Circulat
ing librariesarenot sogenerallyusedasin Europe. It

is whenyouenterthehomeof theAmericanfarmeror
artisanthat you arestruckwith thenumberof books
andmagazinesyousee—thetwo or three shelvesand
“ oftenfargreaternumberfilledwith them.
“The universalpropensityof the American,young
andold, forreadingandwriting hassometimesseemed
to ine-tolendcountenanceto Dogberry‘sdictumthat
whilea goodnamewasthe gift of God. ‘ readingand
writing cameby nature.’ Thesedoseemto bepartof
thenatureof the American. Triumphant Democracy

is triumphantin nothingmorethan in this,that her
membersarereadersandbuyersof books andreading
matterbeyondthe membersof anygdvernmentof a.
class,but in this particulareachsystemis only seen

to be trueto itsnature. The monarchisi;boastsmore
bayonets,therepublicanmorebooks.”
It is notunreasonableto assumethat thegreatestim—
pulsestowardtheattainmentof our presentpositionin
respectto populareducation,intelligence,and native
authorshiphave beenderived,directlyor indirectly,
fromtheexistingcopyrightlaw,whichexcludesforeign
ersandencouragesAmericancitizens. Independently
of theseadvantages,the lawhas helped to develop
someof the largest industries. It has createdenor
mousestablishmentsfor the manufactureof paper,
chemicals,types,printingpresses,andengines. It has
called to employmentmultitudesof operatives. It
givesvolumeto themails,helpingto freight and sup
port the railways,steamers,telegraphs,and otherad»
junctsof civilization.
Upon theAmericanauthor thecopyrightlaw. as it

v

stands.confersimportantbenefits. It securesto him
theexclusiveright to his writingsfor forty-two years.
No citizen who can produceanythingworth reading
lacksfor employmentor emolumeut. It is agreedon
all sidesthatnocountrywaseverblessedwith somany
ableauthorsastheUnitedStates. They ought to be
wellrewarded.andunderthelawas it standstheyare.
It wouldbeeasytogivemanyexamples; a.fewmustsuf
fice. Of “ Uncle Tom's Cabin,” by Mrs. Stowe,some
two millions of copies have beensold ; of " Ben
Hur," by GeneralWallace,250,000copies; of Roe‘s
works, hundreds of thousands of copies. Some
of the story papers. filled with copyrighted
tales, sell four hundred thousand copies of each
issue, aggregatingmany millions per year. Mark
Twain is saidto havemadefivehundredthousanddol
lars clear profitwithin fiveyearsfromhis copyright
patents. He receivesa.handsomeroyalty on every
volumesold. Mr. Blaine has deriveda.great fortune
in the samemanner. Mrs.Grant is reportedto have
receivedthree-quartersof a milliondollarsasher share
of proceedsfromthe saleof thegreatGeneral‘sbook.
and the copyright patenthas fortyyearsstill to run.
ThemoneypaidtoAmericanauthorsremainswithin
the country. The extensionof copyrightmonopolyto
foreignerswill enablethemto drawmillionsout of the
country.
To this it may properly be answered, if wegrant
copyright to foreigners,then foreign nationswill in
duty be bound to allow similarrightsto Americans;
and so the moneywill comeback. But wefearthere

is little equalityin thematter. Americanreadersand
book buyersare as fivetoone,theworldover. The
financialresultof thepatentcopyrightextensionwould
be,in thesameratio.adverseto theUnitedStates.

——-—-—§+0+*————
PASSAGEOF THE COPYRIGHTBILL I] THE SENATE.
The copyrightbill, to whichallusion is madein the
precedingarticle,appearsto have receivedlessatten
tionandlessdiscussionin the Senatethan its import
ant nature demanded.Only three or four Senators
spokeupon the merits of the subject,and their re
markswerequitebrief. We fearthevotesof the ma
jority by whichthebill waspassedwerecastwithout
a full appreciationof the real crudit-yof the enact
ment. Among theablest of the speechesmade was
thatof SenatorZebulonB. Vance,of North Carolina,
fromwhichwemakethefollowingabstracts:

“ Mr. President,the proposedmeasureof copyright

is intendedtocreatea.monopolyandenhancetheprice
of theproduct,makingliteratureandknowledgedear
to thepeople. Almost all nations, I believe,grant a
nationalcopyrighton the suppositionthat thedisad
vantageof monopoly,bad as it is,would be compen
satedto someextentby the benefitarisingfrom the
encouragementof literature and the stimulation of
thosewho write for the people. An international
copyrightis simplya.monopoly. It is a monopolybe
tweenAmericaand the chief nations of civilization
and theprincipal authorsand sourcesof knowledge.
andassuchit becomesdoubly objectionable. It will
enhancetheprice of knowledgeto all peoplein this
country,as it will toall peoplein GreatBritain.”
“ Of coursewehavetheancientandvenerablechest
nut brought up,which is alwaysmadeto do duty in
behalfof anypropositionto putmoneyinto individu
als’pockets.that this copyrightlawwouldoperateto
cheapenliterature. Life is tooshort to wastetimein
arguingthat as anabstractproposition. If it did not
increasethepriceof literature,there would be no de—
mandfor-it here. It could not possiblystimulatethe
geniusof amanto writeandpublishbooksand inat
ter in magazinesunlessthe priceof that matterwas
increasedto him.”
“ Thewholescheme is evidentlyonewhosebasis is
whatis known as protection.or taxing thepeopleto
make a fewpersonsrich. That is theobject ofthe
whole thing,and that underliesit. It is aneffortto
extendmonopolyextra-territorially,beyondthejuris~
dictionof thelawsof our country,by a grandinterna
tional conspiracybetweenpublishers,printers. and
book-makerseverywherein thecivilizedworldtomake
literatureandknowledgefor thepeopledear."
"It is notworthwhilefor any Senator,as I have
knownsometodoin thecourseof thisdebate,to go03
into grand heroic and literary eloquenceabout the


